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DISABILITY AWARENESS WEEK — “COUNT ME IN STOCKTAKE” 

Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [3.05 pm]: Today is the 
International Day of People with Disability, celebrated as part of Disability Awareness Week, which runs from 1 
to 7 December. There are numerous events and functions held to acknowledge the achievements of people with 
disability. This morning I attended a breakfast for approximately 500 people, including people with disability, 
families, carers and staff of disability sector organisations. The breakfast was hosted by National Disability 
Services WA, the peak body representing the wonderful and diverse range of disability service providers in 
Western Australia. As part of Disability Awareness Week, I am pleased to formally advise the house that the 
Disability Services Commission has completed a report on the progress of the State government’s Count Me In 
strategy. I now table the report called “Count Me In: A better future for everyone: Implementing priorities and 
pathways: Stocktake”. 

[See paper 1073.] 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The stocktake outlines an array of contemporary and innovative initiatives developed 
by the commission to ensure a better future for Western Australians with disability, their families and carers. As 
we are all aware, this vision for a better future is contained in the state government’s Count Me In strategy, 
which was launched in December 2009. Count Me In is a long-term vision, which states — 

All people live in welcoming communities that facilitate citizenship, friendship, mutual support and a 
fair go for everyone. 

The stocktake report gives examples of significant initiatives the commission has developed, independently or 
with partners, between 2010 and 2012, and also lists priority Count Me In initiatives for 2013 to 2014. In the 
coming years these initiatives will be extended and others will be developed. Key Count Me In priorities for the 
next two years include housing, employment, health, community engagement and emerging technology. Each 
member will be sent a copy of the Count Me In stocktake, the Count Me In strategy document, a profile of 
disability in Western Australia, and Australian Bureau of Statistics figures related to disability. These are 
important tools because we need to show and prove to people with disability, their families and carers that their 
state government representative has full knowledge about the needs of people with disability in their respective 
electorates.  

We also need to continue to be informed about the state government’s long-term strategy to make WA a more 
welcoming and accessible place to live in and visit. It is vital for members of Parliament to share this 
information with people living and working in their electorate so that everyone has the opportunity to learn how 
they can play a role to create a better future for people with disability. After all, disability affects almost 
everyone; because of our ageing population, it is predicted that by 2025, one in four Western Australians will 
have a disability. It is important to remember that the state government’s Count Me In vision applies to Western 
Australians of all ages, abilities and backgrounds. Moreover, with significant changes occurring within the 
disability sector, Count Me In remains a sound framework to guide future development.  

The National Disability Insurance Scheme tackles priorities within the personalised supports and services area of 
focus. However, we need to keep in mind that it is also important to simultaneously develop strategies that 
promote economic security, accessible homes and communities and participation and contribution for all. Count 
Me In outlines how we will develop WA into a socially responsible and inclusive community where all citizens 
benefit. Everyone plays a role in achieving this vision—government agencies, disability sector organisations, 
local governments, businesses and communities. It means a better life for people with disability and a better 
future for all Western Australians.  
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